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“Our motivation is design excellence - we seek 
the best possible outcome at every stage of every 
project. Our sense of achievement comes from our 
clients’ satisfaction with what has been created.”

CONTENTS



INTRODUCTION

Mark Lawler Architects do  
work across a wide region 
including Newcastle, Lake 
Macquarie, Port Stephens and 
the Hunter. Our office is  
located in Charlestown. 

We have designed buildings in 
distant locations such as Hawks 
Nest, Upper Hunter Valley and 
along the South and North Coasts. 

The ability to communicate quickly 
and to send drawings via the 
internet removes many of the past 
difficulties working on distant 
sites or with Clients living outside 
Newcastle.

Our completed projects include 
private and multi-residential 
housing, commercial, community 
and educational projects.  We have 
also completed office and retail 
fitouts. 

A mix of projects helps keep our 
work fresh with the challenges on 
one project type helping to inform 
other projects. Our website shows 
the diversity of our projects.

We are a small office and enjoy 
creating original and exciting 
designs which respond to our 
Client’s needs. We establish good 
relationships and work closely with 
our Clients. 

With a relatively small number of 
projects underway at any time, 
each project is important and 
has the direct involvement of 
the Directors, both of whom are 
experienced Architects.

We are a close-knit office, the 
overview and co-ordination of all 
aspects of a project are automatic, 
given the limited number of  
people involved. 

We work hard at remaining 
generalists. We do lots of different 
project types to maintain our 
enthusiasm and to help us grow 
professionally.

“A mix of projects helps keep our work fresh 
with the challenges on one project type helping 

to inform other projects.”



CAPABILITIES

AIMS
Our goal is to create original and 
unique designs which enrich the 
lives of our clients. Through careful 
analysis, thorough consideration of 
the options and creative problem 
solving we arrive at design 
solutions that satisfy each client’s 
particular requirements. 

Looking beyond fashion and fads, 
we choose to address the deeper 
issues of function, amenity, sound 
construction and future flexibility.

PROJECT DIVERSITY
Our completed projects include 
private and multi-residential 
housing, commercial, community 
and educational projects. We 
have also completed office and 
retail fit outs. We always have a 
number of new houses and house 
renovations underway. 

We are continually updating 
our knowledge of current 
building technology to ensure 
economical construction to suit 
both residential and commercial 
projects.

CLIENT RELATIONSHIPS
Our office has two Directors, 
three Architects and an Office 
Manager. The two Directors have 
extensive experience on a range 
of project types. Every project 
has the full involvement of one of 
the Directors working with one or 
more Architects. 

The Director for each project 
maintains Client contact and is 
involved for the full duration of 
the project. For larger projects, a 
larger team is assembled to ensure 
project deadlines are met. Our 
CAD capability allows for larger 
scale projects to be completed 
by our office within the required 
schedules.

APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS
Our focus is on developing an 
interesting and unique solution 
for each project. We search for 
the most appropriate design 
which addresses the requirements 
including function, efficient 
building systems and budget. 

Our inspiration comes from 
developing exciting designs in 
collaboration with our clients. 
Every project has a different site, 
budget and brief. 

We analyse and respond to each 
circumstance with an open mind 
to consider all possible options.

DESIGN PROCESS
Early design concepts begin 
with hand sketches testing the 
brief, budget and design options. 
Regular interaction with the 
client ensures the design meets 
the client’s requirements. As 
the design progresses computer 
drawings are prepared. Our 
software enables sophisticated 
3D modelling with the provision 
of photo-realistic images. The 
ability to see the final design 
form a number of viewpoints or 
a “fly around” presentation gives 
clearer understanding and greater 
certainty about the outcome. 
Regular communication and 
cost estimates keep our clients 
informed at all stages.



TEAM 

Every project has the 

involvement of one (or both) 

of the Directors. The Directors 

work closely with the Project 

architect(s) appointed to  

the project.  

In each case the personnel 

appointed remain involved 

 

of fee proposals, project 

correspondence, reports, 

project schedules, contract 

DIRECTORS

Mark Lawler
Owner, Senior Architect

Mark Lawler studied at the 

gaining experience in Sydney 

and Newcastle, Mark established 

partnership of Seymour Lawler 

Architects. Mark resumed his own 

of the Partnership in 2009. 

During his career, Mark has 

completed a wide range of 

building types including housing, 

projects.

Mark is responsible for all aspects 

involvement through all stages of 

involved in the Royal Australian 

as Chairman of the Newcastle 

Mark was a member of the 

Newcastle City Council’s Urban 

 

10 years. Mark maintains his 

passion for Architecture through 

his travel and reading. Mark’s 

where his enthusiasm far 

outweighs his ability.

Stephen Coon
Owner, Senior Architect

Stephen completed his 

Architecture degree from 

Newcastle University in 1992. 

worked on high-rise apartments, 

commercial buildings and other 

large-scale projects.

 In 1997, Stephen returned to 

Newcastle where he took up a 

with Seymour Lawler Architects, 

managing projects at various 

stages from design concepts 

to working drawings to site 

This exposure enabled Stephen 

to broaden his skills and gain 

competence as an Architect 

capable of managing all facets of 

the profession. Stephen became a 

partner in Mark Lawler Architects 

in 2013.

Stephen is a registered Architect 

with the NSW Board of Architects 

and is an A+ member of the 

TEAM

Architect

Architectural Graduate

Annie Murphy 

Architectural Technician

Kate Wilson 



PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONCEPT DESIGN
• On-site investigations
• Site analysis and evaluation
• Preliminary enquiries regarding site services
• Preparation of development options
• Concept designs
• Review of the planning controls
• Initial budget construction costs

SKETCH DESIGN
• Obtain the client’s design brief and other requirements
• Provide recommendations for fees and for the  

appointment of consultants
• Undertake preliminary analysis of authority  

regulations and requirements
• Prepare sketch drawings including sketches,  

diagrams and other information
• Prepare design briefs for consultants
• Prepare preliminary costing information
• Prepare preliminary selections of materials and finishes

DETAILED DESIGN
• Develop the approved sketch design into a final 

design solution with drawings at an appropriate scale
• Computer-generated colour images of the design
• Co-ordinate the design work undertaken by 

consultants with the architectural design
• Review the final design against the budget and 

prepare updated cost estimate
• Preparation of the development application 

documents including the statement  
of environmental effects

• Review the requirements of the BCA
• Attendance at meetings with the client and council
• Marketing graphics

 

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION
• Contract documentation  

(working drawings and specification)
• Schedules of materials and finishes
• Coordination of secondary consultants
• Review the requirements of the BCA
• Preparation of construction certificate  

and tender documents
• Lodgement of documents to the relevant authorities
 
TENDERING
• Preparation of tender documents
• Issuing tender documents
• Checking tenderers compliance  

with tender documents
• Meetings and negotiations with successful tenderer
• Notifying selected builder and  

unsuccessful tenderers
• Preparing contract documents for signature
 
CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
• Certification of payments
• Prepare and issue contract correspondence
• Review shop drawings
• Periodic site visits to observe progress
• Issuing instructions to the builder
• Liaison with and co-ordination of consultants
• Convene project co-ordination and site meetings
 
POST CONSTRUCTION
• Advice regarding maintenance programs for building fabric
• Provision of as-constructed drawings  

of building and services
• Provide required certification to the relevant authorities
• Inspections during the defects liability period and 

preparations of defects lists
• Finalise all progress payments and variations



NEW RESIDENCES
Murrays Beach Residence
A two storey compact home with lake frontage designed for a retired couple. The home’s physical size is deceptive 
as it accommodates large spaces that open up to the impressive lake view. Robust, low maintenance materials 
and finishes were selected to respect its bush setting. Mark Lawler Architects were engaged for full services, from 
concept to completion, which is reflected in the refined level of detail accomplished in the completed work.

PROJECT PORTFOLIO



RESIDENTIAL ALTERATIONS/RENOVATIONS
Speers Point Renovations
This project addressed the shortcomings of the existing house as well as updating the appearance. The master 
bedroom suite was re-organised, the first floor living space increased, decks extended and a study provided on the 
ground floor.  Blade columns and flat roofs give weather protection and a new expression. The existing brickwork was 
painted a new external colour scheme provided.

PROJECT PORTFOLIO



APARTMENTS AND HOUSING APARTMENTS
Parkview Apartments
Mark Lawler Architects were engaged when this project (original application by others) was stalled in Council. We 
re-designed the building to obtain approval and address structural and buildability issues. The project provides a 
commercial tenancy at ground level, parking for 13 cars and 24 studio apartments. These apartments are all leased 
as affordable housing. The building responds to the corner location with interesting facades avoiding any association 
with typical low-income housing. The project won the “Leading Housing Development Project” award at the NSW 
2015 Australasian Housing Institute Awards.

PROJECT PORTFOLIO



PROJECT PORTFOLIO

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS AND FITOUTS
PKF Office Building
This project involved renovation of an existing office building and construction of a new 3 storey office building.  The 
two buildings are separated by a generous courtyard.  The construction was staged to enable the tenants to remain in 
occupation.  Large open plan offices with floor-to-ceiling windows, meeting rooms and break-out spaces, staff facilities 
and car parking were provided. Precast concrete walls were used to reduce the construction time.



PROJECT PORTFOLIO

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS
The Willows Church Development
The Uniting Church purchased a former reception centre on a large site.  The project included renovation of 
the existing building, construction of offices, meeting rooms and a large extension to provide a multi-purpose 
worship space.  The ecologically sensitive site was landscaped, a water course restored and a carpark provided.  
Economical construction techniques were developed to meet the tight budget constraints.  The project was 
staged, the existing building renovations are yet to be completed.
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